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TAGS: EAIR.FR, UK 

SUB J : CONCORDE - KENNEDY RUNWAY QUESTION 

1 . DURING A RECENT MEETING OF EMBASSY CIVIL AIR 
ATTACHE AND FAA REPRESENTATIVE WITH MICHEL LAGORCE 
(COMMERCIAL DIRECTOR FOR THE CONCORDE AT THE DIRECTORATE 
GENERAL OF CIVIL AVIATION). LAGORCE DREW OUR ATTENTION 

TO AN EMERGING KENNEDY RUNWAY PROBLEM WHICH IS CAUSING 
SOME CONCERN. 

2. FOR 21-25 DAYS IN MAY AND JUNE, KENNEDY RUNWAY 22R 
(WHICH ACCOUNTS FOR 20 PERCENT OF CONCORDE USAGE) WILL 
BE CLOSED BY THE PORT OF NEW YORK AUTHORITY FOR REPAIRS. 
HOPEFULLY, WIND CONDITIONS WILL PERMIT GREATER THAN 
NORMAL RELIANCE ON RUNWAY 31L, BUT IT MAY BE NECESSARY 
TO USE RUNWAY 13R - WHICH LEADS OVER POPULATED AREAS - 
FOR TAKEOFFS AND THIS COULD CAUSE RENEWED CITIZEN UNREST 
IN THE AREA. (CONCORDE UTILIZATION OF RUNWAY 13R WOULD 
BE ONLY A SMALL PERCENTAGE OF ITS TOTAL UTILIZATION 
UNDER THESE CIRCUMSTANCES, BUT IT WOULD BE AN EXTREMELY 
VISIBLE PHENOMENON.) 
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3. THE GOF AND AIR FRANCE (PRESUMABLY HMG AND BRITISH 
AIR AS WELL) ARE VERY CONCERNED ABOUT THIS POSSIBLE 
REAWAKENING OF NOISE POLITICS NEAR KENNEDY AND ARE 
CONSIDERING THREE ALTERNATIVES: (A) AUTHORIZE USE OF 
13R - HOPING WIND CONDITIONS WILL KEEP IT TO A 
MINIMUM - AND MOUNT A MAJOR PR CAMPAIGN TO EXPLAIN THE 
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SITUATION LOCALLY; (B) TEMPORARILY ABANDON SERVICE TO 
JFK IN FAVOR OF PHILADELPHIA OR WASHINGTON, WITH 
PASSENGERS SEPARATELY TRANSPORTED TO/FROM NEW YORK; 

(C) USE 13R BUT TAKE OFF WITH REDUCED FUEL WEIGHT AND 
THUS HAVE TO MAKE INTERMEDIATE STOP AT GANDER, 

NEWFOUNDLAND. ALTERNATIVE (A) APPEARS PREFERABLE AT 
THE MOMENT, BUT NO DECISION HAS YET BEEN TAKEN. 

4. COMMENT: ACCORDING TO LAGORCE, THE PNTA DECISION 
TO PROCEED WITH RUNWAY REPAIRS IS FULLY JUSTIFIABLE AND 
DOES NOT APPEAR TO INVOLVE ANY DESIRE TO GET AT THE 
CONCORDE. 

HARTMAN 
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